Dear <Member Name>:

I am writing to you today to encourage you to advance your ASHRAE membership from Associate to Member. I think you might qualify, and the process is very easy. See **instructions below.

Why advance?

1. Prestige: While this should be of value to North American members (who wants to be an “Associate” when they can be a “Member”?), this is more important to our R12, R13 and RAL members. They happen to be our fastest growing regions and keep our total membership above water!

2. Chapter recognition through newsletter: Gives recognition to advancing member, allows MP chair to educate chapter members on the benefits of advancement. 

3. Chapter recognition at meeting: Same as 2 (above). Especially at designated MP Night chapter meetings.

4. To serve on a technical committee: Technical Committees are responsible for the vitally important ASHRAE Handbooks. Allows MP chair to publicly recognize chapter members who serve on TCs. (Chapters could schedule a TC appreciation night). This also allows MP chair to educate members on different facets of ASHRAE (Grassroots, TCs). And it encourages “TC” members to attend chapter meetings and “cross-pollinate”.

5. To serve in a chapter officer role: We believe that ASHRAE membership is vital to our individual careers and the leadership training available for very modest priced annual dues. To achieve the additional training (beyond committee chairs) available at the officer level, full grade membership is prerequisite.

6. To serve in a regional role: See #5 above. Additional leadership training is available at regional and Society levels.

7. To qualify for ASHRAE Fellow and other Society awards: The term “Fellow” is widely recognized in many technical, educational, and research societies and honors exceptional achievement and service. This and other society awards have Member Grade as a prerequisite. 

8. You can add Member ASHRAE to your email tag: This simple addition to your email signature increases awareness of ASHRAE, provides free advertizing, and adds prestige to the member and their company.

9. Allows your chapter to shine among other chapters: Regional recognition and contests offer chapter recognition and “bragging rights”. Chapter presidents and regional officers should encourage this recognition.

10. Society recognition in Insights: All 50,000 plus members receive a copy of Insights.
11. Proves to your employer that you take your career seriously: You add value to your employer through continuing education, networking, and leadership training with an impressive return on investment. You differentiate from colleagues by maintaining membership and take the further step of advancing to full Member status.
12. Proves to your professional community that you take your career seriously: Savvy consumers of your products and services are increasingly using the internet and ratings services to differentiate among possible professional candidates. Advertizing full member status proves that you have established a long term relationship with the most important society serving the HVACR industry.

Advancing is a great thing for you, and I hope you will consider doing that this year.

Regards,

<MP Chair Name>

** INSTRUCTIONS:

To advance from Associate to Member, you must update your ASHRAE bio online, and notify membership@ashrae.org you have an updated bio and wish to be considered for grade advancement.

Steps for updating your biography:
1. Log into www.ashrae.org by selecting 'Join or Login' in the upper right corner. Enter your email address and password then select 'Sign In.' 

2. Hover over the 'Membership & Conferences' tab and select 'My Membership.' 

3. Under 'Manage Personal Information,' select 'Change Your Address/View or Edit Your Profile.'  

4. Select the 'Edu. Pro. Reg' link located in the blue font above your name. Add all of your educational history, relevant professional licenses and work history. 

5. Confirm that your contact information is current by clicking on 'Contact Info.' 

